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%O.-TI€E FIOIEERIES O F  N E W  ZEALAND. 

B y  JAMES IPECTOR, R B . D .  

[From IIaiidbook of Now Zealand, 1883.1 

New Zealaud is the chief center of  the southern mhalc flslieries, and 
at certairi seaso1is the less frequented harbors arc visited by whalers for 
the purpose of refitting aiid carryiiig ou shore fishing and barreling 
their oil. Tlieso are genei-:illy hinericau ships, but Otago and Auck- 
land ivhding ships are also eqnipped by New Zealand owiiers. Tilo 
Bpem ~ v l i a l c  abounds in tho region of tlic ocean lying to the northeast 
of NCW Ze;ilnud, but stragglers are found all round the coast. In tlie 
open sea and to  tlie sontli the most prized w l h e  next to tlie sperm is 
tho black whale or tohoro (lilzcbnZmza cxustmZis), which is like thc right 

~wba le  of the North Sea, but with baleen of  less r:iluc. Along tlie shores 
the ohicf wliales c:ipturcd arc the hixiup-back (Afegaptera) and rorqital 
(k%'ibbaIdizts), whioh become very abundant ~vlien not disturbed for :I Sew 
Sears. 

VALUE O F  WIIALE 01L. 

In 1S75, 20,845 gallons of black oil ivere exported, valued a t  $4,100, 
In 1877, 15,047 g~l1011s 

In 18S1, 20,686 
and 7,775 gallons of sperm, valued at  ;E2,894. 
of sperui-whale oil were exported, valuccl :It $4,032. 
G'allol~s of  sperm-whale oil were exported, valued :it &5,059. 

SEAL PUB. 

The sea-bear or f u r  seal (Arctoceplinlzrs ciiiereus) is found on the remote 
Parts of the coasts, about n tdionsand slciris being talreu every year by 
boating parties. In 1S76 thcre were exported 2,767 seal-skins, valned 
at 24,050; and in. 1S77 tlicre weye exported 1,503 seal-skius, valned :it 
s1,G52. 

The fishes wliioli we  fin(^ in tlie ~ e w  Zealand seas 011 the wIioIc rep- 
'caent tlie characteristic for~iis of tlie sontlicrii or Lusitauitin provinces 
Of Buropeail coasts. I n  other worc1s, our NCTV Zedlend fislies resemble 
those wliicli arc fount1 on tllo coast betwec.n nfacieira aud the 13ay of 
Biscay inore th:in tliey do tliosu whicli are caught about tlie north of 
Bcotluntl. 33 so:& fishes that ere used xs ioo(1 in ~ e w  ~ o a ~ a n i l ,  we 
have ainotig tilo constant residents of ill1 p r t s  O S  our coast tlie H : ~ ~ I I I < U ,  
Taralcilii, ~ r c v ; t ~ ~ y ,  Molri, ~ u : t ,  12oclr coil, wrasse, mil I'atilri; nud while 
the ~n:ipl)er, Bfullet, aut1 ~ u r i i e t  are only iiiet witli in tlic iiortli, tlie 
'ruIl>pcter, Eutterfish, mid Red Cod arc confined to the south. nix$, 
with thc exceptioii o i  Patilii, or ~1on11~er,  and the R C ~  cod, noue of 
tlle~e are representatives of fis1it.s tliat arc coininon even in the south 
Of Britain, while from tlic iiioro nortliorri scas similar fishes arc alto- 
gother absent. 

111 1881, 1,259 seal-slriiis were exported, valued at  &1,717. 
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In  addition to those which remain throughout tlie year, a very largo 
number of the fishes of the New Zealand coast, owing to its geograplii- 
cal position, are pelagic in their habits, and roam over a mido r.ouge of 
ocian, visiting our sliores oiily irregularly in pursuit oc foorl. t h e  
edible fishes of this class, by far the largest number are visitors from 
warmer latitudes, such as the Frostfish, Barracouta, IIorse-iu:Lclrerel, 
Eing-fish, Dory, Warehou, Maclrerel, and Gar-fish, while only the Ling, 
Hake, Haddock, and a few other fishes, which are rare, aud worthless 
as food, arc amoug those of more southern types which reach the New 
Zealand coast in their migrations. 

There is, however, no reason to complain of any want of useful va- 
riety in the New Zealand fishes as  compared with Britain, for we find 
that out  of 208 species of fishes enumerated as occurring in the I3ritish 
seas, including many mhicli are extremely rare or ouly occasioiial vis- 
itors, only 40 are considered to have a marlretable value. 111 New Zea- 
land, notwithstanding our very imperfect Irnowledge (especially wi th  
regard to the  gregarious tribes, which there is rcasou to believe inhihit 
shoals at some distance from Iand), out of 192 sea fishes, some of whioh 
arc 0111~’ known from single specimens, we liavc iiearly as niuny varie- 
ties used for food as are brought to market ill the British Islmcls. 

Of 140 species of fish ennmerntecl as found in New Zealand, 67 spe- 
cies are, so far as we know, pecnlinr to New Zealand j 75 are common 
to the coasts of Australia or Tasmauia; while 10 spccies are found ill 
New Zealand ancl other places, but iiot in  tlte Australian seas. New 
Zealaud ichthyology thus presents a very distinct, character, the thor- 
ough deciphering of which aff’ords a wide field for future observation 
and scientific investigation. 

The following is a list of the fishes whiclt are ehiotly met with iu the 
market: 
Hapulru ............................. .Oligoriis gigas. 
Kahwai .  ........................... Rrripis salnr. 
Red Snapper ......................... Rntliins richnrdsoni. 
Snapper ........................... .Pagrns uuicolor. 
Tarakihi. ........................... Uhilodagtylus macropterns. 
Trumpeter .......................... Latris hecatei;~ 
Moki .............................. .Latris ciliaris. 

Barracouta .......................... .Thymites atun. 
Horse-mackerel ...................... Traohurus trachurus. 

King-fish ............................ Seriola Islaudii. 
John Dory. ....................... .Zeus fabcr. 
Boar-fish. ............................. Cyttus australis. 
Warehou ........................... Ncptoinenns brama. 
Mackerel. ............................ Scomber austrnlaRicus. 
Rock Cod .......................... .Percis colias. 

Frostfish ............................ Lepidopus caudatus. 

Trevally ............................ Carnnx georgianns. 
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Gurnard. ............................. Trigla lrumu. 
Mullet ................................. Mugil licrusii. 
Sea-nlull& ............................ Agonostoma forsteri. 
Spotty ............................... Labrichthys bothryocosmus. 
.13utter-fisll. ......................... Coriilodux puI1us. 
&ldock ............................ Gad;s australis. 
Red cod.. ............................ .Lotella bacchus. 
Whiting ............................. Psendoph ycis breviuscnlns. 
Ling .................................. Genypterus blacodes. 

. h r b o t .  .............................. Ammotretk gimtheri. 
Brill. ................................. Pseudorhonibus scaphus. 
n'loun(1er or Patiki. .................. .~thonibo~olet~ I U O U O ~ U S .  

Soh  ................................. Pel torhamphu s 11 o\mzcdan clis. 
Car-fish ............................. Hemirhamphus intermedins. 
Grayling ............................. Prototroctes oxyrhynchus. 
Smelt. ................................ Retropiiiiia ric,La.rdsoni. 
Bokopu .............................. G a'laxias Sasciat 11 s. 
Minuom .............................. Galnxias attenu:it.us. 
Sand-eel ............................. Gonorhynchus greyi. 
Ancliovy. ............................ E n  graulis eiicrasicliolus. 
Pilchard or Sarclino.. ................ .Clupea ssgax. 
Sprat.. .: ........ :. ................. Clupea sprnt'tus. 
Eel (tuna) ............................ Auguilla aucklaiidii. 
~ 1 ~ 1 ~  Eel.. ........................... Anguilla australis. 
Coiiger  el. ......................... .Conger v~ilgaris. 
Silver ........................... Congromurfc..na hnbonsta. 
h s t h e r j  acket ......................... Mon ncnu thu s con vnxirost'ris. 
Smooth-hound ........................ Mustelas antarcticue. 
Sting-ray ............................. ~ r y g o n  thalassia. 
Skstu ............................... .Raja nasuta. 




